
September is here! Activities at Bethany pick 

back up after a summer of rest and recrea-

tion. In addition to church community activi-

ties, mission is stirring and stewardship is 

waiting in the wings. (See pages 2 & 3) 

September 7 is the all church garage sale 

sponsored by Presbyterian Women. Gayle 

has said that each year the wonder is how 

much inventory there is to sell. One of the 

classrooms is already busy, and Carl will be 

picking up larger items over the next days. 

Help is needed, both on sale day and setting 

up on Friday, September 6, 6:00 p.m. 

Bethany’s annual outdoor worship is Septem-

ber 8. We will gather on the Idaho Ave. side 

of the church building at our regular time, 

10:00 a.m. You are invited to bring a lawn 

chair for your own comfort. The children will 

honor Grandparents. Following worship the 

Deacons are hosting a potluck. Deacons will 

provide the main dish and beverages. You are 

invited to bring a favorite salad or dessert.  

Sunday school will commence on September 

15.  

September 22 - special meeting of the con-

gregation to approve new church bylaws. 

Session has been hard at work simplifying 

those as well as writing new standing rules. 

Draft copies of the bylaws will be available on 

the 8th.  

September 29 is a Fifth Sunday, and we will 

celebrate with a hymn sing (don’t forget to 

tell us your choice(s) by writing them down 

and putting them in the box at the back of 

the sanctuary. We will work together plan-

ning a worship service so you will see how 

worship planning evolves. A no-host potluck 

will follow. Please bring a main dish, salad or 

dessert to share.   
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BETHANY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)  

New Beginnings 

The financial reports for June and July look 

positive. Giving remains strong, and spending 

is under budget. Thanks, everyone, for your 

attention to Bethany’s financial wellbeing.  

Christian Education has been active .Jenna 

Bolyard served as a crew leader for Vacation 

Bible School. The activity bags in the sanctu-

ary have been restocked. The committee is 

making plans for some children and youth 

activities throughout the year in addition to 

regular Sunday school time.  

Since there are several boxes of older hym-

nals in storage, the Worship Committee is 

going to “clean house.” The blue Presbyterian 

hymnals are being offered on the Happy to 
be a Presbyterian Facebook page for just the 

cost of shipping them to a new home. 

“Hymns for the Family of God” are going to 

the garage sale and will be offered free for 

the taking. Bethany is keeping a few of each 

of the hymnals for reference.  

The Deacons did not meet over the summer, 

but have remained active providing commun-

ion elements, coffee hour treats, planning 

potlucks and seeing to other responsibilities.  
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seat boards because they will be out in the weather. They 

should run about $250. we will work to negotiate a price 

on those too. The benches will be constructed by Pantry 

volunteers. 

 Any funds raised above those needed for the 

tiller and benches will be donated to the Pioneer 

School for their reading program. 

 Six congregations are being challenged begin-

ning September 8 and running for four Sundays 

until September 29. The winning congregation will 

receive a trophy of ‘dubious quality, but inestima-

ble value!’” 

The Pantry will have receptacles out by September 

8. You are invited to participate (and help Bethany 

win that trophy) by dropping your donation into 

the receptacle or marking your donation and putting it into 

the offering plate. The Pantry Board will take care of donations 

on a weekly basis.  

An e-mail from Dave Henderson and approval by Session 

kicked off an unexpected project. Bethany will participate with 

other Ontario churches. The text of the email follows: 

“Sad news. Our old Honda mini-tiller (donated by 

Jim Mosier) has passed on after a long illness. 

There is not enough seating for clients waiting at 

our St. Matthew’s pantry site, and the kids at Pio-

neer School (8-C) don’t have enough books for 

their reading program.  

The Pantry Board would like to engage several 

congregations including Bethany, First Christian 

Church, St. Paul Lutheran, St. Matthew Episcopal 

and Pilgrim Lutheran in a fund raiser challenge 

to replace our tiller and build more benches at 

the St. Matthew’s site. Here’s what we hope to 

accomplish: 

 The Honda mini-tiller is $350, but we are hoping to nego-

tiate a small discount depending upon a local vendor. 

 The materials for the benches includes synthetic (like Trex) 

I am not sure what I like the best—the music, the sermons, or 

the congregation. I so enjoy our quartet that chooses great 

hymns and sound like more than just four people. I love the 

toe-tapping ones. Alleluia! We are so lucky to have terrific pi-

ano players too.  

Then there is our Linda, whose ser-

mons make me think and see the 

people of the Bible like regular peo-

ple.  

Most of all, I like the kindness and 

great sense of humor our pastor, 

“choir,” and the congregation have.  

By Miriam Jones 

I have attended church on and off for many years. Sometimes I 

did not attend because of location or transportation. Other 

times, I was just lazy or preferred to camp or do other things 

on a Sunday morning.  

This lack of attendance has never bothered me because I truly 

believe in God’s love. But when your best friend, lover, and 

partner passes, believing is not enough. So I started 

“shopping” for church. Most people were very welcoming, but 

something was missing. Being a previous Presbyterian, I decid-

ed to try Bethany, and I am very glad I did.  
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A Season of Stewardship will begin in October. Stewardship is 

a time to celebrate our abundance and what God has done 

for each on of us. To prepare, your Editor asked several folk to 

express what they like about being part of Bethany and why 

they like it.  

The first of the expression of gratitude begins this month with 

“Why I Like Worship” by Miriam Jones. Additional articles will 

appear in the October and November issues of the Beacon. 

T H E  B E T H A N Y  B E A C O N  

Why I l ike . . .  

Fundraiser for Next Chapter Food 

Pantry & Garden 

Why I l ike worship  

Christian stewardship is not about paying 

for a product—a great sermon or a 

pastoral call—but sharing and investing in 

gratitude for all that God does in our lives. 



Baptist grandmother, they were sprinkled as children. 

As time marched on and we moved to Idaho, I called the 

Methodist church and the voice on the other end said 

“Presbyterian church.” I politely apologized, hung up, tried to 

figure out what happened, double checked to number, and 

redialed.  Same thing…three times…obviously it can take me 

awhile before I finally told the voice on the other end of the 

line that I was confused.  He patiently explained about the 

merger of Methodist and Presbyterian in the community.  It 

was not an easy birth, but eventually I switched and became a 

Presbyterian…best move I ever made.  I learned about being 

reformed and being part of a reformed denomination.  Don’t 

worry or fuss about the old days, don’t pine for the church of 

1953, we – the church — are being reformed by the will and 

call of the Spirit.   

Free! Free at last…free to be me, free to explore, free to learn 

for myself, free to fail and try again because I am constantly 

being redeemed, free to love God with an open heart, free to 

be a woman serving and following Jesus on equal footing 

with any other person, free to come to the table at God’s invi-

tation.  Free to practice Mutual Forbearance meaning God 

alone is the Lord of my conscience and you, likewise, are free 

in the same way.  It is only my job to share the good news…it is 

your job to hear it.  I am free to know the joy of loving and 

being God’s child. 

  In Christ, 

   Joey 

Dear Hearts: 

This morning as I was checking out Face-

book I came across a memory from sever-

al years ago.  I was fooling around and it 

went something like…”proud to be Pres-

byterian, persistent, prudent and pre-

cise…”  It went on in that vein using all 

the letter P I could come up with.  How-

ever, it got me to thinking (this is danger-

ous at best) why am I proud to be a Presbyterian?  

 It is my third denomination, the first two being quite by acci-

dent.  Born into the hard-shell American Baptist but instinctive-

ly uneasy; and not being old enough to know why, was bap-

tized at the “proper” age of consent…“properly” went under for 

the Lord scared to death, but good to go.   

When my family moved to Morgan Hill we went to the Baptist 

church one time…it was a Southern Baptist (need I say more).  

Once again, fate stepped in when the young people I met in 

town before school began were all Methodists.  So I went 

there, felt at home, but you know as smart-aleck 16-year-olds 

we didn’t care for the sermons, so we went to Sunday School 

and then all drove to the Presbyterian church where the good 

sermons were.   

At college I met this guy…tall, black hair, brown eyes, smiley 

face, cowboy type and when he asked me out on a Sunday 

a.m. to go to church, I learned he was Methodist.  After we 

were married I joined the Methodist church in Turlock, had 

young’uns, they were both baptized there…to the horror of my 

lizing those at the forefront of work and research, this compre-

hensive webinar series delves deeply into the epidemic of gun 

violence and explores the ways in which people of faith and 

communities to which they belong can respond and act to 

bring about change.  

Each 1-hour webinar is free. The series began on July 17, 

broadcast from the Presbyterian Youth Triennium. Two in the 

series are currently available, and the remaining will occur 

monthly. The series can be viewed at 

www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/peacemaking/

standing-our-holy-ground or by typing “Presbyterian Standing 

Our Holy Ground” into your web browser.  

The Mission Committee looks forward to telling more about 

this offering, and asks for your prayers and support. 

Bethany will participate in the Presbyterian Church Peace & 

Global Witness Offering on World Communion Sunday, Octo-

ber 6. Twenty-five percent will stay with our congregation to 

designate by our choice. The Mission Committee is still looking 

at a couple of worthwhile options, and you will be hearing 

about their choice in the coming weeks.  

An additional 25% will remain in the Presbytery to be used as 

they choose. Last year, the Treasure Valley Children’s Relief 

Nursery received $2,500 from the Presbytery through their 

portion of this offering.  

The remaining 50% will be used by the Presbyterian Mission 

Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of vio-

lence, including our own, through collaborative projects of 

education and Christian witness.  

One outcome from the offering can be found in a year-long 

webinar series, “Standing Our Holy Ground,” that challenges 

the faith community to stand up against the far-reaching crisis 

of gun violence. Touching on a large variety of topics and uti-
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Just a few words. . .  

Peace & Global Witness Offering—October 6 

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 9  
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Joining Hands Peru Network, connected us to our work 

constructing netted roofs for family gardens with women 

of the community.  

The women were the ones leading our digging holes, 

cutting the wood, measuring the netting and setting the 

roof. We could not have done it alone. Maybe the women 

could have done it without us, but we were there be-

cause of an Invitation to accompany them, and, in doing 

that, to provide sup-

port and show them 

that they are NOT 

alone in their strug-

gles, but that we are 

walking with them, 

both through our 

presence and in pray-

er. Those roofs carry 

more love because of 

god’s “two-I’d” mis-

sion.  

In her latest newsletter, Chenoa Stock, our mission partner in 

Peru writes about how her mission experience has changed 

her moving her away from a closed perspective that focused 

on herself, her plan, her expectations, her abilities, moving her 

towards a “two-I’d” mission—recognizing our global partners’ 

Invitation to her and her Initiative to accept the call.  

Chenoa’s mission work in Peru includes traveling with congre-

gations from the United States, encouraging listening and 

learning from their Peruvian partners. In this way trust is built, 

partnership is developed and God’s mission is revealed and 

embodied in new and powerful ways.  

Chenoa writes: 

Our time with Sharon Presbyterian Church (NC) was like 

traveling with family. We were a small group, but the love 

and friendship shared among those who had previously 

traveled many times together was mutually encouraging 

and enriching. 

Yanama is a small town on the outskirts of Ayacucho, a 

mountainous province of southern Peru. A partner of the 

 A task group has been formed to have conversations with 

First Presbyterian Church, Emmett as to their future. 

Please hold the task group and the Emmett church in 

your prayers as they seek future directions.  

Kathryn Baker and Joey Mills attended the special meeting on 

August 11, Presbytery examined and approved Charles 

(Charlie) Conway for ordination and to serve as temporary full-

time pastor to Kirkpatrick church in Parma.  

Presbytery meetings will now be held on Saturday’s in Febru-

ary, May and November. The August meeting will be held on a 

weekday .  

Presbytery met twice in August. John Armstrong, Alice Arm-

strong, Marilyn Blair-Clausen and Kathryn Baker attended the 

August 6th regular meeting. Agenda items included: 

  Presenting five recent graduates with certificates of com-

pletion from a two-year program to train lay pastors. 

(Seminary without Walls). Two of those graduates were 

commissioned to serve at Covenant Presbyterian (Boise). 

 A report from the Administrative Commission to the 

church in Owyhee as they help that congregation leave 

the denomination and become independent. Their new 

name will be Owyhee Faith Community Church..  
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There will be a women’s retreat at First United Presbyterian 

Church in Nampa on Saturday, September 14, beginning at 

9:30 a.m. Leaders for the day are Shana Woodbury and Carol 

Bounds, newly commissioned lay pastors to Covenant (Boise). 

The theme for the day is “What’s Next for Me, God?”. More 

information and registration forms are on the bulletin board in 

the narthex. Cost is $15, which includes lunch and babysitting. 

Registrations are requested by September 8.  

Remember how Bethany PW sponsored sending supplies for 

the Together in Service pillowcase project? More than 2,000 

pillowcases have been received at PWs Louisville offices. They 

will be distributed through churches and schools in the three 

presbyteries on the island of Puerto Rico. Good work, PW! 

After the yard sale...what? 

Bethany Presbyterian Women will begin 

the 2019-2010 Bible study, “Love Carved 

in Stone,” a study of the Ten Command-

ments, at their regular meeting, October 

5, 9:30 a.m. All women of the church are 

invited to attend, and friends are wel-

come as well. If you need a study book, 

let Gayle know right away. Large print 

as well as regular print are both availa-

ble. Remember, if you subscribe to Hori-
zons magazine, your Bible study is part 

of the subscription price.  

T H E  B E T H A N Y  B E A C O N  

Presbyterian Women 

A letter from Chenoa 

Presbytery of Boise  

Constructing garden roof together 



 

 On behalf of the Treasure Valley Children’s Relief 

Nursery, we would like to thank you for the Presbytery of Boi-

se’s recent gift.  

 Bethany’s constant support is so valued and very 

much appreciated. The generous gift will enable us to contin-

ue expanding our programs, helping children to experience a 

safe, healthy and happy childhood. 

 Best wishes, 

  The TVCRN Staff 

Dear Presbyterian Church Family, 

 Your facility is truly wonderful, and we are grateful to 

have used it this past week, celebrating our mother’s 90th 

birthday (Ilea Jones).  

 Thank you for your super generosity. Our celebration 

included most of the Kreager family relatives; 28 persons.  

 Please accept the security deposit as a gift to you. Use 

it at your discretion. 

 With love in Christ’s name, 

  Janet Enyeart 
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Letterbox & Bulletin Board 
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September 2019 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

9:00 Rehearsal 

10:00 Outdoor Worship 

Mariah Eich (b) 

9:00 Rehearsal 

10:00 Worship 

Ileana Oakes (b) 

9:00 Rehearsal 

10:00 Worship 

Sunday school begins 

9:00 Rehearsal 

10:00 Worship 

Congregational Meeting 

9:00 Rehearsal 

10:00 Worship 

Hymn sing & potluck 

1:30 Mission 

7:00 Session 
6:00 set up for 

yard sale 
9:00 yard sale 

7:00 Deacons 

Noon—Mariners 

3:00 Worship 

October 1—7:00 

Deacons 

October 2—7:00 

Session 

October 5—9:30 am 

Presbyterian Women 

David Peterson (b) 

 

Women’s Retreat 

Melba Theilen (b) 

Neil VW (b) 

Dani VW (b) 

ue in prayer for: Linda Toth; John Estano Family (sympathy; 

John passed away the end of May); Lois Legg’s sister Roselyn 

(fall); Marshall Hyatt (Kay’s grandson, prayers of love and sup-

port); Joe and Olivia Mills (move to Weiser and new job for 

Joe); Chenoa Stock & family; and Mary Lou Feasel (stroke). 

Praise God, Mary Lou took a few assisted steps this week.  

Please excuse any omissions.  

Beth Magrini and family made a short visit to the Island of 

Guam. Beth enjoyed seeing some places familiar to her from 

the time she and Frank lived there.  

Jean Lindley and her mother have purchased a home together 

in Caldwell. Jean’s P.O. box remains active as her Ontario of-

fice is still open.   

Several folk requested prayer over the summer. Please contin-



Rev. Linda Toth, Pastor 
1712 West Idaho 
Ontario, OR 97914 

**Quoted from Glory to God, A Companion, pg. 684 

Things are not always as they seem.  It is a good lesson for us 
to remember when we are reading the Bible and especially 
when we think we know exactly what God meant.  After all 
our messiah turned out to be a baby born in a stable and sal-
vation came not with an army but with an execution and a 
surprise resurrection.  May God continue to surprise us and to 
shower us with delight.  Bourbon, what a wonderful name for 

a hymn tune. 

P.S. You can hear that tune during the anthem on Sunday Sep-

tember 8
th

. 

   Linda 

Joey Mills looked over at me before worship last Sunday and 
muttered, “Of course you like that tune, its name is Bourbon.”  
That got me wondering, I would think it was named after the 
French dynasty of the same name.  So, not being a cat, I fol-

lowed my curiosity and here is what I found. 

The hymn tune Bourbon was found in a shape note publica-

tion and has been used in hymnals since 1814. 

"The tune name BOURBON may be intended to recall the 
county by that name in Kentucky, where the weeklong Cane 
Ridge meeting took place in August 1801. This largest and 
best-known camp meeting of the second Great Awakening 
was hosted by the Presbyterian congregation in Cane Ridge 
and involved Methodist and Baptist as well. With allowance for 
some coming and going, estimates of the attendance range 

between ten thousand and twenty thousand persons."**   

Toth talk 

Phone: 208-739-6320 (cell) 
Phone: 889-5752 (church office) 
E-mail: fp3lindatoth@gmail.com 

Love, forgive, grow. 

BETHANY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.) 

Prayer of the 

month: 

Sacramento 

Presbytery 


